
Curriculum Vitae (Dr. Martin Lawoko) 
 

Academic achievements 
 
1993-1998:  
Did my masters in engineering chemistry at Umea University in Sweden. 
 
Late 1998:  
Did my masters thesis work at Swedish Pulp and Paper Research Institute    (STFI). 
The thesis work was on the molar mass characterization of different wood polysaccharides and 
lignin found in chemically processed pulps.  

 
1999-2000:  
Did a basic research project on the enzyme specificity of  polysaccharidases. The work was done 
at the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), with the then Department of pulp and paper 
chemistry (Now known as the department of fiber and polymer technology).  
 
2001-2005: 
Did my phd thesis on the topic of chemical bonds between lignin and carbohydrates in wood and 
chemical pulps. The work was done at the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), with the then 
department of pulp and paper chemistry (Now known as the department of fiber and polymer 
technology). It has to do with the chemistry of wood, and how this is affected by its processing. 
A number of analytical methods in wood chemistry were employed and developed.  
 
2005-2007: 
Currently doing my post doctoral work in the U.S.A at the university of Maine, department of 
chemical and biological engineering, with the group of Dr. Adriaan van Heiningen. The work is 
sponsored by shell, Amsterdam and is related to biofuel research (alternatives from wood derived 
chemicals).  
 
Other responsibilities 
I am also the acting OBER laboratory manager and analytical chemist and responsible for all 
instruments in this laboratory. These include HPLC, HPAEC, GC-FID-Headspace, GC-MS, 
ICAP, IC, TOC/TN analyzer, GPC and UV-VIS, Bio reactors e.t.c. The responsibilities include, 
maintainance, method development and other research and development applications. I am also 
involved in the co-supervision of a few masters and PhD students, especially with regard to 
analytical methods in wood chemistry.  
 
Linguistic skills 
 
Fluent English, fluent Swedish and fluent Acholi (a Ugandan language). 
Good Swahili. 
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